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Further Legislation Is Urged for Economical and Efficient Government

(Continued from First Page.)

{lefleiencies in prior years: Adjustment
jof Washington Market Company rentals,
1578 to 1914, $166,012.50; care and treat-
ment of District patients at Freed-
inen's Hospital, 1906 to 1913, $37.996.70;
ndvances mude during 1877 and 1578 to
pay interest on 3.65 bonds, $656.067.23:
0sts of condemnation, Meridian HIN
P'ark, $7.20; interest on park advances
{Tor fiscal vear of $2,28550. making a
total increase in indebtedness for the
(yvear of $792,372.13. d
} In addition to the foregoing sum
Itliere was charged to the District, in
fthe regular appropriation account, the
lune-half of advances made,. during the
ifiscal years 1914 and 1916 from the;
Treasury for the new Ceolumbia Hospi-;
jtal building, $137,153.76. .
During the year there was retired
$421,150 of .65 bonds, and investment
yimade of the sinking-fund appropria=-
ftion in United States 3 pew cent Pana-
jina canal bonds at par, $295,000. Add-
fing to the foregoing sums the amount
fof cash reimbursements to the United
States required by various acts of
‘ongress. both for 1915 and prior years,
BI6S. 85542, gives a total reduction in
indebtedness of §$1,289.,805.42, leaving
Arily the debt covered by the 3.65 bonds
tetanding June 39, 1915, in the sum
$6,51%,000, less sinking-fund invest-
inenis, £295,000, a net Indebtedness of

6,223,000, ‘
“By public act approved March 4, 1915,
e Commissioners were authorized and
dtrected to adjust shortages in sundry
counts due to the Watson defaleca-
mn. This was done by paying te the
ited States $£10,623.75: to the miscel-
neous trust fund deposits fund $51.-
6.22, and to the permit fund $1,759.93; |
MU all, $363,939.96; ull of which was paid |
om District revenues. |

i« Revenues and Appropriations.

:'I‘ht_- total revenues of the District for

ohe veur wumounted to $85,041,529.68,
hich, with the District’'s share of un-

axpended balances of liupsed appropria-

tons, $R7,592.47, gives a resulting eredit
{ $%.109.422015.

# Against this sum is chargeable the
strict’s share of appropriations for
e vear, $7.070,149.39, and charges on

tematic handling of the detalls of the vari-
ous classes of a ts with r t to
taxes and assessments so that peri-
odical proof can be readily obtained
which will show that the several
amounts due the District for such
taxes and assesaments are accurately
aceounted for.'

In this connection the Commissjoners
recommend legislation autherizing the
transfer of all accoynts relating to the
bookkeeping, accounting and collec-
tion of taxes and speclal assessments,
Including the preparation of tax bills,
from the assessor’s office to the office of
the collector of taxes, the collector to

be charged with the duties and respon-
slbilities in this regard now Imposed
by law upon the amsessor, This change
in administration would relieve the as-
sesgor and his assistants of a great
amount of detall work, the time con-
sumed with which could be more profit-
ably employed in their important
duties in matters directly relating to
taxation and assessments. By placing
all this work under the collector of
taxes the District’s system would then
be in keeping with the practice which
obtains In other municipalities.

Cash Retents Withheld Under Dis-
trict Contracts.

It is recommended that the taking of
cash retents of 10 per cent of the cost
of work under District contracts for
public works be discontinued, the Dis-
trict being fully protected by the bond
now required to be taken for the repair
of any defective work that may be
done under contract. [If thie be done
it is estimated that the District will
then save between $20,000 and $30,000
A vear, which it is now paying, by rea-
son of the fact that the contractors in
estimating on the cost of the work in-
clude therein the interest charge for
carrying the money deposited in the
Treasury under the present retent law.

Board of Accountancy for the Dis-
trict of Columbia.

The attention of Congress is invited
to the need of providing legislation

e¢count of reimmbursements to the 1'nited
States paid out of District revenues,
fecluding interest charges, $702,164.98;
faking total charges against the reve-
fnues for the year of 37,862,514.32, and |
ligu\‘ing i resulting surplus at the close |
&f the year of 324500785, I
P reducting the foregoing surplus of |

246,207.53 from the deficiency in reve-

wes of $1,1020.M4.57 at the olose of the

ror year, 1514, leaves a deticiency in rev-

mwes Lo mwet all approprietions  amd !
charges June 30, 1915, of $765,106.71
This defiviency is made up of the dif-
Mrence between the Pristrict’s liability
account of unadvanced appropria-
siens on the Treasury books of $1,505,-
486,85 and the cash balance in the gen- |
arail fund of the Listrict in the Treasury |
aud in the hands of the collector of |
maxes at the clese of the vear, $730,-
380.00.

Had It ot been for the large amounts |
raquired to be reimbursed to the l_‘mted.l
Htates on account of transactions relat- |
ing to former years. the District would
kave had during 105 over a million |
dollars of surplus revenues, |

Fiscal Relations of the District of |
Columbia to the United States, |
¢, and Accounting Thereunder.

$Attention is again invited to the de-
Prability of centralizing the econtrol
#nd direction of all District finances
deher than the administration of the
‘Aterest and sinking fund under the
Fpmmiseioners of the District of Co-

Humbin. The matter is discussed in de-
1 in the auditor's annual report
rewith.

Peficiencies in Policemen’s and Fire-
men's Relief Funds. |

K
';
"-I'he total deflciency in the police-
men's and firemen's rellef fund, to meet
fdension payments to the close of the
1 year amounted to $66.656.65. Of
#lis sum 355,692.96 was brought for-
Ward from the previous years and $10,-
R 72 incurred during the year Just
losed. ]
sInasmuch as the present law provides
thut all deficiencies in these funds shall
e made up from receipts from doe
taxes and Police Court fines and as
these sources prove insufficient, it is
ewldent that there should be other or
ditional! provision made of the nec-
seary funds to meet payments in full
der the various acts of Congress
“elative to sald fund. By so doing there
ould not be any change with respect
% the rates or measures of pensions
d relief, but only as to the provision
9f adequate funds to meet such pay-
nents,

_itoperty Accountability and Ac-
counting Thereunder.

Fursuant to the directions of Con-
=ress contained in the Distriet appro-
iriation act for the flscal vear 1916,
thne Commissioners have established!
n property-accounting division in the|
office of the auditor.

Frior to the establishment of this di-t
vision a committee was appointed by |
the Commissioners which took under |
onsideration the entire cost of prop-,
arty accountability, submitted a report,
4ha recommendations thereon for the !
‘hmtallation of a thorough propeny-1
decounting system, whicn is now in!
Jourse of operation under the azudi-
pr's direction. }
oft ix believed that the establishment
o personal responsibility for the re-
ceipt, expenditure and custody of per-
onal property of the District will re- |
Mlt In a saving far exceeding the cost |
4f clerical and other expenses inci-!
Jent to the keeping of such records, In
Aat by having an accurate record of |
:J-; location and placement of the sev- |

@l properties and a ptatement of fact |
whether or not they are needed for
#se the auditor will be enabled wvery
Baterjully to reduce the amount of|
uyrclla.u-a required for property. Prop-!
‘Fty¥ no longer required for use in onei
department or office can be transferred
‘9 another department and used, thera-'
iy saving the expenditure of public
‘unds for new articles of like q:hur-I
Acter.
¢Under regulations prescribed by
‘woinmissioners, no property may be
‘Muposed of except by due authority
#d voucher—that s, expended for the

the |

rdinary use of government, trans-
%rred to another department or con-.
Memned In every cuse, before con- |
‘emnution, the survey otficer visits and |
ipepecty the articles 1o be condemned |

o 10 their urobable use and value and |
df subsequent disposal

‘#ind of accountabllity and responsi-
@ity for property that there shall be
a;m actual physical checking of accounty
of property reported to be on lhand,
‘Wls im provided for iu that after the
'#ventories have been received the sur-
vy officer and the clerks aesisting him
Wil be detailed from tlme to time to
ake physical inspection and prove

Bat the property reparted to be on
fand s actunlly on hand.
n wkddition to taking an inventory

af all Ivstrict personal property there
g also belug mude an inventory of all
pstrict real property. When this work
§ completed the Dis clet will have an
‘weurate accgunt of all real estate
wldings of the government—land,
Illdlngz and fixtures

ccounts Receivable by the District

¢ for Taxes, Special Assess-
2 - ments, Etc.

%or several years the auditor has
urged the necessity for a revision of
the system of accounting for moneys
réceivable by the District for taxes,
clul arsessments and similar items,
rting upon hkis recommendation the
'ommissioners have issued an order
s#tting forth a system of accounts de-
<igned by the aunditor for this class of

rgeelipts,
gFhe object of the order so issued is
provide that all taxes and ussess-
pents due the District of Columbia are
1y recorded
ol It further provides for a sys-

> SRS
Fa

| control as the executive head of the
District

[gust 14, 1594 (28 Stat, 283), provides

{July 1, 1914, to and including June 39,

ally tmportant in all syu- |

and under accounting

regulating the practice of public ac-
counting in the District along simllar
lines as followed by the several states
of the Union. At present there is no
legal regulation of the profession of
publec accounting In the District. 1L
needs no argument to demonstrate the
truth of the stutement that public ac-
countants having to do with the sel-
tlement of the accounts of property of
the citizens should be required to
possess certain gualifications, both as
to skill and practice in accounting,
similar to those required. of other pro-
fessional men, so that tlie public Inter-
ests be protected.

Population.

No census of the populdtion of the
District of Columbia lhas been taken
by the Dietrict authorities since April,
1913, but the United States bureau of

e nvasaen (S1608 elal fund), United 8.977.13 ending June 30, 1915, amounted to $1,-
BAG: BeWers’. $1858,598.62 .’E&‘ lpplwrhs“m 11,37’5.8‘.! ©35,922.18, embracing supplies and ma-
Asseasments  levied by = Siacael terigls of every conceivable nature,
jnrlg }!u u{a ear . AEETegELe ..iiiiiiiiiiiiiiisne T8 ;-r!;lch may be classified generally as
e 50, Taw 5
Fosirieid i Net INCTEARE «oouersnivenssnss . $i81.30L. {" '““”i ki s
and allers. s ‘omstruction  materials nae n
R et 61,065.88 Tax Sales. glewer, road and strect work. o $421,608.32
s apiware,  plumbing sapplles, "
Total cuvivansssannesnnamnerars $O086248] oo real estate tax sale of Jarch, Fpnlinls. oils. lumber.... %u‘g“%
e = . e
Exempt Property. 1915, amounted to $151,198.04, t};e ‘!:l.'llm' r"”“’,‘ including livery and borse- 155 was a8
d r 1 eing ahoving e
The following table is submitted as|Dber of pleces of property so the Dis- | Eood supplics % 126,019.20
showing the value of all property in|5.450. Owners of real estate in their | BOOKL  Vlurground. .
g allow 21 ndergarten  supplies 5,400, 12
the District of Columbia exempt from }trict of Columbia who divi- | Firniture.  bousefur

cation: property to go to tax sale can be equlpment ....... 51,280.68

taxation: Statlonery ...... : 31,087.58
| Lighting sereico 1
Tmprove- n!mﬂln;]u:i : : 656,31
wtal, ire ng Apparatus  an sup-

Assessed valoe of United States property e "’E”.l’ "“&;3 31“:5011;_274 e pp ........... [T B 40,417.55
Main buildiogs = o8 L1000 41,257,201 | Machinery, engives, bollers  and e
Institutioon ....... - NOT4 200 74,281,474 repuirs thereto ... ............ 26,870,852
Parks und reservatlons .. Yy HRE 150 4,045,611 | Printlng, eugraving. binding. blunk -
Miscellaoeous ... .. < i S = Sl — nhml's“swj.,.il;m.D ..... e

o 76,05 Y 5, I8 AL shoes, .......

Total asivenesasss siasamsaanaen msmresmprarsonmrman SRECOI) 300 n \‘w-'{bh.-lrﬂ-I influﬁ*ng motor driven. .

Llectrien] sug . L senpeaaee

Assesoed value District of Columbia property. ., $4150.000 481458 | Drugs, chomicals, hospital, biologi
Fire EMOPOL . .vavonassssnnnsasanns ce e cene =2 T50.600 193077 cal ‘and Isboratory suppiies
Polive departoent .... 1,785, 1) 5 721100 | Horses .

Schools . ..onun DA ot T SRS 1,584 506 A 091,168 '["mfu‘n i
Ml laNeOoUS . oveeeasassnraanse e e _ RS Spdillery
=3 Transportation —e
Total ..... R s L A Tl e ok S e S T = - Teleph servien

Yoo -t
Laundre

H d le and benevolentinstitu- 3 4 ;
s Ko il e $10373156 §14.038750 2480 1916

i i } 5 2 7 CREL TR TR
O aaea T Ot A O e resessienes: TBA20A0S 116,207,800 364,367,260
Total full value of &li exempt property in Lhe IHe- s

trict of Columbia .......

ded into the following classes: _
First. Those who are temporarily
pressed financially, and consequently
cannot conveniently part with the
amount of money required to meet this
obligation, and who are willing to
walt and pay the high rate of interest
or, more properly, the penalty in the
hope or with the knowledge that before
i deed ja delivered to the tax-title pur-
chaser they will be able to meet the
obligation. This class already has the
protection necessary to be given in the
present law, which allows two years
from date of sale in which to redeem
the property before a deed is issued.
Hecond. Non-residents and often resi-

Yearly Assessment.

teal estate is assessed triennially (28
Stat.,, 282) at not less than two-thirds
of its true value (act of July 1, 1202)
by the board of three assistant asses-
sors (28 Stat, I82). )

The triennial assessment of 1915 and
1917 has heen in force for one year, and
considerable progress has been made on
the new triennial assessment for the
vears 1018-1920. The time of hearing
of appeals for the next triennlal as-
sessment will be during the spring of
1917. The yearly assessment against
all new bulldilngs and improvements

and all resubdivisions of land was|dents who are not reached by the noti-
completed within the required time and'ﬂcnuon of special assessments levied
amounted to about $8,000,000. | against the property, upon which as-

A complete nseessment for the &n-|gessment the property is often adver-
tire District every three yeara haa been | tiged and sold. This I8 especially so in
the requirement of law since 1883. 1In-  new subdivisions. Recently 50 pages
der the act of August 14, 1894, this as-| were selected from last year's tax sale

segsment was made by three persons phook, representing largely new sub- |

constituting a permanent board of as- | divislons, and
sessore. Previous to 1394 assessments’ yare compiled
were made under the act of March 3»'|pnrcels listed for sale 387 were sold for
1553, In which the District was d?'ithe real estate tax alone, 103 were sold
vided into twelve districts, with a resi- | for both real and special taxes, and
dent assessor for each district. lun were sold for special taxes alone.
The Commissloners are in favor of| ¢ s hapdly concelvable that the
and recommend legislation providing’ ,wrer who has knowledge of a special
for yearly assessments, A triennial as- . . ocment and that his property may
gessment Or an assesament over “‘“yihe #0ld for the special as well ar the
geries of yvears is applicable to lox_-.a'li-ln,ﬂl will pay the realty tax and allow
tles where values change but little 4,0 \ronerty to go to sale for the noii-
from year to year. Tn all the large| .. ...n¢ of the special assessment,
clties, however, it has been found to be | ™y 4 'poyiavad that this condltion could
better administration to have yeurl)‘lfbe improved n great deal if all real
assessments. 1f praperty be asgeesed | ote bills could be made to show
each year, the perjod of appeal Willi b p 00 ™ ne a1 assessment lay
then become well known, and in case| o in.¢ the property when the bill is
of any unequal assessments or "h“““”lssued
in values the remedy can be applled the| :

the followlng figures
therfefrom: From &30

the census informs the Commissionera
that its esatimate of the population of
the Distriet on July 1, 19135, Is 358,670,

Improvement in Administration. |

The (CCommissioners recommend the%
enactment of necessary legislation to |
bring about a more economleal and
efficient conduct of the business of the
local government, to be accomplizshed |
by vesting them with powers and dls- |
cretion now delegated by Congress to
independent boards, which in matters
of adminiatration are not accountable
to the Commisasioners. The Commis-

sioners believe that all officers, boards
or other organigations charged with
the performance of municlpal duties
should be subject to thelr direction and

Bovernment. While' some
elight progress has been made in this
direction In the past. there are still
a number of very important branches
of the government of the District of
Columbia discharging functions of a
purely municipal nature which are in-
dependent of the Commissioners.

The Commissioners do not believe
that the highest efficiency and eco-
nomy Iin governmental administration
can be obtalned by this divided au-
thority, and the present laws which
have caused existing conditions in this
direction should be repealed and the
Commissioners vested with complets
supervisgry control over all municipal
administration.

To this end the Commissioners recom-
mend that all the authority, dutles,
discretion and powers now vested in
the board of education be vested in
them, and that they be authorized to
appoint a board of education and also
a director of education to serve under
their direction. Similar action is|
recommended by the Commissioners |
with reference to the board of char-
itieg, the Commissioners belfeving that
the memberd of this board should be
appointed by them and that provision
should be made for a director of char-

ities, to be appointed by the Commis- |-800

sioners and responsible to th for
the administration of his office. Recom-
mendation 1s also submitted for the
appointment of the members of. the
board of children’s guardiana by the
Commissioners, thus relieving the
judges of the Police Court and the
judge holding the Crimipal Court of
the District of Columbia of this duty.

In & number of services such as the
Free Publie Library, the Industrial
Home School. the Temporary Home for
ex-1'nion HSoldiers and Sailors and the |
National Tralning Sechool for Girle the
Commissioners ask that they be cloth-
ed with the power of making all ap-
pointments.

ASSESSMENTS. |
| 283.09.

Real Estate,
The act of Congress, upproved Auy-

that real estate in the District of
Columbia shall be assesseéd every three
vears. The triennial assessment now
in force i{a for the fiscal years 1815,
1616 and 1917.

The essessment for the fiscal vear

The third class consists of the deli-
following year instead of waiting three 5 Y
years, as Is now the case. The Com-|PSrate tax dodger who has come to

understind that he may be able to
'm’s’ii‘?u?"&“nnﬂnoeq‘;:ft‘:mg::: “:hteaep::- : enjoy the privileges of and emoluments

sessor's office for making annual as- | from such ownership for an indefinite

time, because at present the District

it ol of Columbia or the ptrchaser of the
True Consideration in Deeds. tax titlea sreems to have no well defined |
way of taking such an offender into

During the last five years meveral!a court of equity and having =such

clalm adjudicated.

The reason for this decrease is that one
of the provislons of the excise act of
March 4, 1913, required the exc'se board
to IImit the number of barrooms on No-
vember 1, 1914, to 300, this being a de-
creise of 155 barrooms over the pre-
vious year, and to some extent has caused
2 decrease in the revenue derived from
miscellaneous licenses. The number of
wholesale liqyor licenses was also de-
creased by eighteen.

The Collection Revenue.

The total collections for the jear
ended June 20, 1915, were $9,779,510.95,
showing an increase of $781,361.86. The
amount credited to the general fund
which is strictly revenue was $5,023,-
The increase in really taxes
was $574,934.72. There was g decreage
in personal taxes of $53,090.85, which
is owing to the fact that several large
accounts are pending for adjustment.

The trust fupds collected this vear
amount te ;1.5#5.327.3?. showing an in-
crease of §587,689.05.

The miscellaneous receipts this year
also show an increase of $156,484.89,

There was also collected on account
of miscellaneous receipts credited to the

thousand sales of real estate have been
gathered and tubulated as an ald to| Annya] Registration of Motor Ve-
the assessment of property. This work
has been done by the assessors, as- hicles.
sisted by one record clerk. The need| The Commissioners recommend the
of aucl-; data in lhel unaririnnnt of real | annyal registration of automobiles,
i °"gg:'l": e Ve o8t own. | TOtOr cycles and all other motor ve-
ers and many of the real estate dealers | Dicles, with an appropriate annual
willing to help them in the collection | registration fre. y
of data, but it has been found Impon-| There is at present n personal tax
T rasts besing o leheand 23c0rtall |on all automobiles, motor cycles anl
a larger force of fleld assistants. The | ™ot0or vehicles, the owners of which
time consumed in following yp one|are required to make a aworn state-
large or important sale is sometimes | Ment in July of each year of their
very great and points to the heed for a ! Y8lue; and these vehicles are Laxed at
law to require the consideration to be|theé same rate as other tangible per-
carried in the deed, or to compel the|Sonalty. ;
owner to file an affidavit with this of-| This tax does not come due until the
fice as to the true consideration, to be | f0llowing May, which is 10 months
used only by the mssessors as an aid in | fTem the time the assessment was
thelr work. The Commissioners recom- | i¢vied, and in the meantime a good
mend the passage of a law which would | Many owners have disposed of their
require the true consideration to be|2ut0 vehlcies and the District is unable
expressed in every deed, and the ac-|'? locate them or collect the taxes;
tual loans secured by real estate to|Wlereas, if the law compelled every
be recited in deeds of trust, such deeds|o%Ner Of such vehicles to reg ster
not to be entered of record In {he of-|2n"nually, and charged according to
fice of the recorder of deeds unless this | NOT8€DOWer of these vehicles, it would
information be contained therein in the |€N4kle the District to obtain a much
form of affidavits, Ereater revenue than is obtained under
the present law, and practically pre-
Licenses, | clude evasions of payment.
e | The license charges for autos made
During the year ended June 30, 1915, the | bx;atbe two adjacent States are:
» aryland annually: To 10 horsepower,
:a;.sessor issued 9,112 rf'“f]'_'f“'”“".ﬁ: to 20 horsepower, $10; to 20 horse
enses. amounting fo $117,407.52, the | power, $15; to 40 harsepower, $20;
same being a decreage of $1,279.58 over |over 40 horsepower., %25. Deduct at
the previous year. During the same pe- lhehmles ]ur ;)ne-thelfth of total for
ri g b i e 2 : each month after June 1.
“mounting.to. 1000 ana 3w | I, SIS o 1 norsepower,
licenses, amounting to $77,600, making the ;;;“:? and 03::.“;33: %';:o "mt;l_ ZiSHEEHE
total recefpls from liquor licenses $527,- | The Commissioners also reconmend
the annual registration of motor boats,
launches and other water craft, which
are becoming more numerous every
year and whose [dentification Is im-
portant for the protection of those us-
ing them and others, as well as for
purposes of revenue to meet the ex-
pense incldent to govermmental sur-
vefllance of their movements in local
waters,

DISBURSING OFFICE.

The disbursing office, to which is in-
trusted the handling of the District's
funde, expended during the year 1915
the total sum of $11,103,616.12, of which
32,390,842.28 was in cash and the balance
represented by checks.
ETATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBU RS-

MENTSH.

DER.

$30400. 54

Credit  halance

credit durlog year
115 11,489,232, G2

2,801.91
$11,528,444.09

Ch.cks ‘canceled dur-
iug year 1915......

CR.
Official checks drawn
during yesr 1915..,

11,105,616, 12
Unexpended balances

= X United States $215,909.82, .
iy gl The total water fund collectlon, in- g;r:‘llcx.; t:‘oe“\}i.‘gi't.ﬂ! 389.850.45
Asseesed value of Taod. . co...... oe..$208,085,51% | cluding water rents, etc, was $715,- ——e 11,502,996, 57
Assinsed valoe of improvements.,.... 182,013,581 | 062.11, —
- Bulsnee to credit of dishursing
Totsl amsessed value of real estate Summary of Collections, officem  Digtriet of Columbla,
June 50, 1?15 - 3 - - B5P0.008, 840 | g 7 June 30, IOEG.....lo.llloill
Total umsesned va eatate { o account of - n ! The total number of check
iyt A ?_L:._l'._{"_"_‘" #::J.;’mlms;e.' “fﬁ“}‘i‘}fgﬂ payment of contracts, supplies, salaries
TOCTeARE aiicaiesn . tltﬁﬂ.?ﬂsl Special relmbureab 52889 | pald by checks, etc, was 58,082, an in-
crease of 9,438 over preceding year.
(By the direction of the Commissioners
Personal Property. employes of the police and fire depart-
| - ments and all other employes of the
| oy Cladgrs of pru[l’f;}‘llm m“e 0{ tax. -‘"xm?ﬂ'- District, unless otherwise provided by
| Personal property, a e e S e D L G30, 82355 = g
| Builiing LL:I lu:’n MR ll:ennl, Wt 2 per cent obl gross earnings ..... 1,108,087.60 Ia.w,t:ru t;u“i p:-lﬁ r"l‘::;n!:?llﬁ.ﬂefsse?e'_
| Incorpuruted snvings banks, at 4 per cedt on gToss earnjngs in- monthly instead o f B
| ter pald depositors ............... Rl A B0, 262 0 vious to January 1, 1815.) .
| Electrle light companies, at 4 per cent on gross ewrnings 1,690, 804 55 16.870.60 Casgh payments for salarles, witnesses
Teleplione companies, a* 4 per cent on gross earnings ... 1,706,551.15 11.822.06 |and jurors’ fees, etc, amounted tg ap-
Guslight compaples, 4t 5 per cent on ;izuurnl.up 52 2,504,812.95 116.240.66 | proximately £0,000 in number and $2,-
Georgetowg ill‘gl'. Dock, Elevator & Buflway Co. st 5 per S 250.842.29 in amount
L T T e e e e e A b o A 2658, v OB e = s
St Tnal LADKE At 6 e rohr o ot At §.950.571 05 11059405 | AS part of the precaution looking to-
| Trost compsnles, at ¥ per cent o0 gross earmnings. .. D004 284 14 1a09q3 5y | Ward the nccurate and honest admin-
| Mtreet rutlvays, at 4 per cent on gross reeelpts. . . ... en cou G0, 208.51 21.57.74 |istration of the disbursing office may
| Wasuington Market (o, 8t 4 per cest ob gross emrpings fromn cotdults 11.643.44 183,74 | be mentioned a daily Baluuce_ audited
| st 851 041.896.17 8195 e s |#Nd approved by the District auditor;
:1_“‘. I'[;‘i“ 16135 ... I'-I'-..“.-”‘....“"...'....... ---- et ..Hu.:‘-:sﬂ.%-ggkj “}‘Eig'gjig;’; wn general monthly closing of all ne-
: B i e wasessans e U SR bt g Dy el Sinsihyien counts of moneys advanced to the dis-
| IRCTORRE. o iviis inTasrhaph e E n s as AR e o sibaae. §2,838,212.47 bursing officer; the bonding of the en-
tire officia]l and clerical force; a close
; 1 audit by the District auditor; and a
Total assessed valuation of real Penalties and interest..... vesssan. 5357991 [final review by the United States
T-.t]ntc. wl.’;d.,...l...,l ..... joazs -§300,008,640.00 |  Miscellaneous collections ,........ 1.4 'Esa_n Treasury officials. and E
olal  BEmens valuatln ol - — ade for
soaal property, W16 ........... + _SLBALEZAIT|  Total fo goueml fupd .....uvcin ?%gg pﬁr‘;;:iteggr;c?og:m with 31:1»2;:?:1&‘.
“Totul assessment of resl and pere 2 Epnnﬂt to appropriations ...... ' 24ug g7 | contractors, etc., and it is gratifying to
supal propeety, 1003............ 0441, #0,650.17 | Miscellaneous  recelpts, TUnited 5 state that the disbureing officers report
States ... seesseenn,  215,000.82 | that, In the approximately 200,000 trans-
Special Assessments. ——— " |actions during the year, no loss oc-
Aggregate .. eere .. 80,TT0.510.05 , cyrred through miscalculation or error
The amount of especial assessment : on and that the r a
Increases and Decreases for Figegq] |0 identificati ecords
work is set forth In the following or Fiscal | ., duburaemendti have A suli:ceul'ully
statement, . Year 1915, passed audit and re-examination with-
The number of special assessment AR out loss by 2;::"9“'3“"3 for technical
notices served during the year was '“’i’::ﬁ?““"“ﬂ’fmf_’ ir or other rea L
9,608, fries and Interest ....... 1 PURCHASING OFFICE.
Mincellaneous collections ..... 484, i
Assessment  mmd  permit Specisl und trust fuods ........., E,886.05| It i= through this office that pur-
work . .... ceunes s B140,301,160 e ade of all supplies and -
Paving readways ........ S0.215.14 P e e Il . $838.G5p.50 | Chase is-made and ma
Improvements and repalvs,  4,870.92 Derreasces on &c of— terials used by the District govern-
Construction of suburbau o Pernonal tazes ...... « + . $33,000,55 ment.
Lyt tesrssssnnssasEEE w 4. 0 u.. .
Mais 224 pipe and _ : ' _The total-expenditures. for the yesr

Miscelinnar

TOLR] curpivsidiarvtivinesas voee.$1,056,922.18
Inventory at close of business June
30, 1915, discloses that the District at
that time had stock of construction ma-
terials in the various property yards
amounting to $93,164.07.
CORPORATION COUNSEL.

In the Supreme Court of the United
States one case appealed hy the Dis-
trict of Columbia was remanded for
ffnrlher proceedings in accordance with

the contention with the District, one
appenl was dismissed by order of the|
plaintiff’s attorney, and two cases are
there pending.

| The Court of Appeals of this District
{decided 10 rases favorably to the Dis-|
trict of Columbia, 3 adversely, 1 was|
dizmis=ed and &% atre there pending. |
reme Court of the District|
Columbia 12 judgments were reni- |
dered in favor of the Distriet of Co-
lumbiza, 11 were adverse, 63 are pend-|
ing, 4 eases were dismisged and 3 cotn- |
| promises eintered. In the equity branch |
E s was decided in favor of the
| Commissioners, 3 adverse, 5 were dis-

missed, 27 cases are pending and 5
lware discoutinucd. Foar cages  in-
|wolving questions concerning the pub-
| lie utilitics commission are there pend-
ing. o the District Court -19 verdiets
tof  condemnation  wers  confirmed, 2

digmissed and 15 cases dre
ding, Eight probate aml seven

CiNEeEs were

there pe

lunacy eases other than edmmitments |
were handled during the sear. One
habexs corpus cage was declded fa-

vorably to the District and 1 is pend-
ting. The claim of the THstrict aguinst
|th|.> estate of o bankrupt was allowed
in 1 case. Two appeals from Judgments
rendered in the Municlipal Court were
|decided in favor of the District, 1 was
jcompromised and 6 are pending. In
‘the Lunacy Court 3% cases were dis-
| posed of. |
i In the Munlcipal Court 2 cases were
| decided in favor of the District, 4
| were decided adversely, % are pending.
12 were removed to the Supreme Court

| by writ of certiorarl and 1 wasg com-|
| promised.
In the Police €Court 23,504 (nforma-|

it!o:m were filed against ‘offenders, and
filnes aggregating $%3,915.51 were col-|
i lected. t '

| In the Juvenile Court of this Dis-|
jtrict 1,782 informations were filed, and
collections in the sum of $42,307.59
were made in behalf of deserted fum-|
ilies,

‘The general oflice work consisted of
the approval of 472 bonds. 270 con-
tracts, the preparation and approval of
1835 tax deeds, the rendition of 347
written opinions, 95 damage claims
were passed upon, and 7 acts of Con-
| Ereas wereg also passed upon,
| During the last term of the circuit
{ecourts of this Distriot ¥1 jiffy cases
were tried, 4 of wHllch resuited in the
| jury returning a verdict in favor of
!the District of Columbia. One case in-
ivolving  false arrest resulted in a
tnominal verdict of $1 against the de-
| fendant officer, and in one case the
| plaintiff was given 1 cent nominal dam-
ages by the jury. In three cases the
(Jury returned a verdict for the de-
|rendant by direction of the court, in
one case it was unable to agree, and in
jone case the court ordered a new trial
after verdict.

The case of Flagg vs. the District of
Columbia was remanded to the Supreme
Court of the District of Columbix for
4 new trial. The first trial of this
case resulted in a verdict agalnst the
Distriet for £20,000. At the second
trial the jury returned a verdict in
favor of the District of Columbia, from
which no :nppeal was tuken.

The right of the Commissioners to
cgulate Sunday amusements was ques-
tioned in the case of Fdmonston wvs.
Newman et al. The Court of Appeals
sustained the right of the Lommigsion-
creé to regulatls these amuscsments,

In the case of Lynchburg Investment
Corporation et al. vs. Cominissioners
et ul., the Court of Appeals held that
the publication of notice of the ¢on-
demnation of property to bLe sufficlent in
law  should

Le published daily for
twenty  days precedlng  action by
the court in  three daily news-
papers  published in the District.

Heretofore it had been customary to
publish this notice for about five days.
A writ of certiorari was obtained from
the Supreme Court of the United
States, which court reversed the de-

clusiva of casualty, amounted to 3179,-
092,174.02, as shown by the following
axhibit:

by persons engaged In other businesses
ml)? be licensed to do public welghing
under an indirect supervision by the

T.ite insurance compani
Health, accident aund
and associstions sas
Miscellaneous Insurance compauies.......
Fraternal beneficial associations. ..
Fire {nsurance companies.....

iy e aetean.
. $4.840,070.00 $2.051,876.19 . §31,351,880.84
. gme pmn e
i . e ses s anm sesas .
AR MR e
. $T.04201046  $5.430,300.27 § 2

On December 31, 1914, 236 insurance |
companiea and associations had been
licensed to transact business here.

The revenue collected by the depart-
ment during 1914 coneisted of $18,531.61
for license fees and $54,241.50 for taxes
on premiums, making a total of $102,-
773.11, an increase over the previous
calendar year of $4,464.90. The total
expenses of operating the department
amounted to $10,684.09.

The assets of the insurance compa-
nies and associations transacting busi-
ness here on December 31, 1914,
amounted to $5,382,096,190.6%; liabili-
ties, - $4,385,878,055.79; surplus, includ-
ing capital, $896,117,024.90,

There were scventcen companies ad-
mitted to the Districl; cleven withdrew
or reinsured; and filve companies with-
drew applications for license or were
refused license.

Commissioners. The new system haa
not yvet been in oFeratIon long enough
to justify any estimate of its merits.

Lumber and Wood.

During the year 8,138,963 square feet
of merchantable lumber were In-
spected and graded and 554,319 square
feet condemned; gross feea collected |
amounted to $2,599.91: expenses,
$862.73; net fees retalned for services,
$1,737.18. Tourtecn thousand seven
hundred and eighty-zeven and five-

The careful treatment asccorded to

The work of the department has in-
creased steadily and there i urgent
need for an addition to the force.
There has been no increase in the num-
ber of clerks provided for this depart-
ment since 1906 and the revenues have
increased from $67,077.47 in 1902 and
$102,773.11 in 1914,

the certainty of impartial considera-
tion and justice to the smallest shipper

points. Extension of this service is
greatly to be desired. Washington Las

WEIGHTS, MEASURES AND
MAREETS.
Duties of the Department.
This department has three main

funections to perform: (1) To study
sources of supply and methods of dis-
tribution of the city's food supply, and
to take such action as may from time
to time be deslrable and not in contra-

|veutinn of law or the rights in equity

of citizens, to insure to the city a regu-
lar supply of good food products at the
lowest: poszlble cost; (2) to keep carc-

‘thua far made but the ecantiest usa of
| the resources of the Potomac vialley, a
| great producing gection, which will de-
| velop in usefulnes=s to this city only so
fast as the city provides better facili-
| ties for the accommodation of its prod-
| ucts upon arrival.

| %
DEPARTMENT OF PLAYGROUNDS

Fifteen playgrounds were maintained
during 1914-15:

Bloomingdale, 1st and Bryant streets
northwest.

Bruen Home, 33d and O streets north-
west,

i
Public Wharves. : Geand
{

or boat owner, has resulted in steady |
increase of business done at thesei

Day Schools.

The total enrollment of pupils for the
Year was:

Total

The total enrollment of pupils
distributed as follows:

Class of pupils. White, Colored.
Flementary o 15, K1)
Rry 133
Normal ... 2%
Vocational . fee )
DO 5 e set et 17,878 o758

The total.enrollment shows an im-
crease of 970, or 1.71 per cent more than
that of the previous year.

The average enrollment was [1,062,
or 2.82 per cent above that of the pre-
vious year.

The average daily
48.018,

The achools were in measion 178 Jdayvs

The number of schuol buildings uscd
WAE!

Owned by the Digtriet:
Permauent

attendance was

15

eightha cords of wood Werc measured Dot 1 s T e in
and graded, net fees amounting to Tokal —
$1,248.04, retained for services. Rented ..... .. ...geeoeis. L

L e B s T . -il;

Night Schools.

shippers at the public wharves, with |

White. tolored. Total

Whole number of pupils

entolled ........ P -1 | 1,783 450
Average Dumber of pupils
enrobied L neaisiees LB4S L4 S240
Average numlvr of puplls
in nightly attendance.. 1,160 2021
| Per cent of attendance. . G g1
| Number of tearhers:
Male ..... AR 3 20 2 =)
| Forale .......cieeees 4 41 i
Numbet of nights upen. . G B e

| The Free Public Library.

| The report of the board of trustees of
|the Free Public Library (with whieh
| is included the report of the lbrariun
|to the trustees) makes un impressive
.showing of the constantly enlarging
(and steadily improving quulity of the
|work of this exceedingly useful divi-
| sion of the public educational servies
_Iof the District. The record of Wash-
| ington's municipal Ubrary is the more

ful watch over all apparatus used in| Garfield Park, 24 street and New Jer- | 1oteworthy in view of the fucts, as

the measurement of weights, dimen-
siong, volumes or densities in commer-
cial transactions, to jnsure that they
give proper measurements; (3) to op-
erate in the impartianl interests of the
whole publiec the wmuniclpally owned
public wharves.

Wholesale Market District.

The greatest eavings to be made for
the consumers of the District are to be
gained througlh better organization of
‘the wholesale markets, The wholesale
iistrict is now badly located, being
isolated from either railway or water
transportation facillties. A location is
available which combines these ad-
vantages with good trolley conmnection,
on land which is at present unutilized.
At the water gateway to this site this
department is now erecting sulitable
wharves and a modern terminal mar-

! ket bu'lding for products coming in

over the water route, as the first step
toward the removal of the wholesale

| business to this Wastly superior loca-

tion. This new market will establish
a direct connection, through refriger-
ated rooms, between railroads, wharves
and trollevs. Tt Wwill contain enough

i facilities for refrigeration and storage

to demonstriate the advantages of ad-
vanced methods mlong these 1llnes. It
also assures the wholesale trade per-
manency of access to the water at this

point.
The Hucksters.

Serious waste of food products, re-
sulting in ultimately higher prices to
consumers and serious hardship to the
established trade, and also many in-
fractions of law are now resulting
from the irregular. unorganized and
uncontrollable activitles of hucksters.
The huckster has thus far been exempt
from most of the checks and regula-
tions that control the established re-
tall trade, and this unwarranted ex-
emption has resulted in much abuse.
Legislation should be secured which
will place the hucksters on exactly the
same standing as the retall grocer.
Suech legislation will benefit the better
clags of hucksters and eliminate those
whose methods are dishonest or waste-
ful. There is no justification for their
present exemption from the regula-

The Municipal Markets.

The Georgetown market is badly sit-
vated for retail purposes, and should
be trarzformed into a wholesale re-
ceiving station and murket for the han-
dling of produce from Virginia and
Maryland by trolley freight. The East-
ern and Western ‘'markets are doing a
very satisfaclory business, and the yol-
ume of products distributed through
these markets has been substantially
increased. Both markets are handicap-
ped by lack of adequate funds for
maintenance and repalr. Conditions at

the Haskell produce market are most
excellent, New market shelters re-
cently erected at that point are al-

jvigion of the lower court in this re-
tspect, and the District was thus re- |
|lieved from the situation fraught with !
great danger, expense and delay,

In cases involving the condemnation

of land for public purposes the con-
gested condition of the local courts
prevented much progress. Tt is ex-

pected that the cases aceumulated will
be dispoged of during the coming
term.

The law regulating the business of
loaning money has been vigorously en-
| forced, and this community is now
practically free from the operations of
“loan sharks.” Efforts have been made
to prosecute money lenders engaged In
business outside of the District, but
the courts have held that they are not
within the proyisions of our *“loan
shark law.”

The strict enforcement of the “loan
shark law"” hus worked a great hard-
ship upon many needy persons. There
Is no place within the District to which
such people may a]::]r]}-‘ for a small
loan. It is recommended that the pres-
ent law be amended so as to provide,
under proper regulation, for the carry-
ing on of small loan businesses.

It is recommended that Congress
enact a law which will compel claim-
ants for damages against the District
cceeasioned by the alleged negligence
of the District to report the time, place
and circumstances of such negligence
within a reasonable time thereafter,
and that a failure to so report shall
constitute a bar to the right of re-
covery.

The annlstauts 1o the corporation
counsel are very much underpald, but
the inadeyuacy of their compensation
has in nowise diminished the integrity
and efficiency of their services.

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE.

This department, organized in 1902,
has supervision over all matters per-
taining to insurance in the District of
Columbla, subject only to the general
supervision of the board of Commis-
sioners. .

There have been a few minor changes
in the insurance laws since 1902, but
there is urgent need for further amend-
ments prominent among which is the
need of some provision for the organi-
zation of mutual co-operative concerns
and aithority for the department to
petition the courts for receivers where
insurance concerns are insolvemt. A
committee of the American Bar Asso-
ciation, of which Hon, A. I. Vorys is
chairman, has in preparation a draft
of a law covering insurance, which the
association hopes will be ar.loyted by
the state legislatures and Congress
and thereby produce uniform legisla-
tion on this subject throughout the
UUnited States.

During the calendar year 1914 there
was paid by residents of the District
for premlums on ull Kinds of insur-
ance §$7,042,311.46. The losses paid on

ready overcrowded and an appropria-
tion for additional shelters is needed.

Fish Wharf and Market,

At every stage since the District
teok possession of It this market has
exceeded expectations. Although build-
ing operations have necessitated the
permanent closing of several of the
smaller nmrkel.lbulldings and the closa-
ing of two-thirds of the wharf space
for a period of three months, stlll
the total velume of business done has
been increused, the total tonnage of in-
coming shipments being greater than
in any previous year. The excellent
showing of this market, despite seri-
ously adverse physical conditions, drew
from Congress in the last two sessions
$235,000 for the construction of ade-
quate whurves and modern market
buildings. This work s now well
under way. Besides providing more
adequately for both the wholesale and
retail fish and oyster business at that
point, this market will contain all ele-
ments of the most modern terminal
markets for the handling of general
food products, and will be the receiv-
ing point for, all iocoming products
from the Potomac valley and other
producing areas marketing to Wash-
ington by the water route.

Privately Owned Public Markets.

It has been the policy to make mno
effort to invade the territory of pri-
vately owned public markets, so long as
those markets serve their sections well
and maintain a healthy state of com-
petition among their stand holders,
but to give good markels where needed
and where no other public markets
exist. The privately owned public mar-
3 not as competitors
ll;:ts a?ari r;frrrd::l the general pm,.,.ﬁ,,
system which it is the duty of this
office to serve. All the facllities of this
department are at their disposa} and
their confidence and complete co-opera-
tion are invited at all times.

Financial Summary.

Income from all the Distriet markets
combined amounted to 3$31,187.96; ex-
penses for llghtlns.‘ hsltulii;lg rrtuu_ re-

t, fuel, cleaning, sup-
;ﬁt: It.:d“:lsé.rl;‘:le:a amounted tf; 3_12::-
945.10, showing a net revenue from'the
markets amounting to $18,242,86.

Public Scales.

Revenue from 1ihe public scales
amounted to $1,798.37; repairs- cost
$157: net proceeds to Treasury, 31,-
641.37. The last Congress ordered the
permanent diacontinuance 'of the pub-

g 5 ol i apeunind o o1
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Uic goales, substituting o system where:

tions enforced upon their cumpelllora.l

seyv avenue southeast.

| Gallinger, 19th and ¥ streets north-
West,

| SGeorgetown, 43d street and Velta
i place northwest.
| Montessorl, 1840 Kalorama road |

northweat,
Mount Pleasant, 14th streel and Park
road nerthwest.
New York Avenue, 18t street and New
York avenue porthwest.
Neighborhood House,

470 N street

southwest.
Rosedale, 1Tth and Kramer streets

1 northeast.

Virginla Avenue, 10th street and Vir-
glnla avenue southeast

Zoological Park,

Cardozo, 1st and I streets southwest.

Howard, O6th and W streets north-

Willow Tree Park, 3d and . 4'%, B and
C streets southwest.

_ The total number of children attend-
ing the playgrounds was 971,980,

Bome of these playgrounds were
Cperated during only a portion of the
year. They required a force of thirteen
directors, seventeen assistants and
thirteen watchmen, besides a supervi-
sor of playgrounds, a director of boys'
activities, a director or girls’ activitien,
an inspector of grounds and a story
teller.

The playgrounds are all conducted
under similar rules and regulations.
Aithough communiiy conditions Vary
in the several sections of the city, the
general plap of work and equipment
is the same. All of the playgrounds
are used by both boys and girls.

Each playground i{s in charge of a
director, who ls responsible to the su-
pervisor for the success of the play-
ground In the community in which it is
situated. Each ground also has a
watchman, who is a special policeman.
During the summer vacation period of
the schools each director has an asalst-
ant, who works with the director in
every phase of playground activity,
and an assistant is provided at the
larger playgrounds for a longer period
of time.

The playground department has or-
ganized certain annual athletic fea-
tures which have proven helpful in
creating interest and enthusiasm in the
public zchools.

The department conducts each vear a
spring base ball tournament in the
schools, also a spring athletic meet.
Plans are now being matured to in-
stitute soccer ball and basket ball,

These and other features are planned
‘and organized by a director of boys
| activities, who has supervision over all
| boys' activitiea. i
| The public schools of the city are di-
vided into eight divisions. These divi-
sfons are such that all schools in each
division are reasonably near one of the
municipal playgrounds where the base
ball games are held, and where the
boys may practice during their play
time. Each school is invited to enter a
base ball team, which may compete for
the championship trophy of the divi-
sion to which It belongs. The team
winning this trophy may keep it for
one year, and any school winning it
three years in succession may keep it
permanently.

After the division champlionships
have been determined the several
champion teams competle for the city
champlonship trophy, which the win-
ning school keeps permanently, and the
school winning it heolds the city cham-
pionship for one year, -

There is a great variety of organized
work done on the individual play-
grounds. Base ball leagues, termi.q
tournaments, basket ball teams, girls
athletic contests, ring games, band
concerts, folk dancing, open-air kinder-
garteus and much-used wading pools
entertained many children during the
past season. Weekly entertainments
were given on a number of the grounds
and were largely attended. They con-
sisted of music, folk dances and the
presentation of stories dramatized by

children.
thlgr:wmn:m is made on all playgrounds
for recreation for small children,
which serves a wholesome purposs in
keeping them off the streets,

Bathing Beach.

The bathing beach, which has been
placed under the supervision of the
deparitment of playgrounds, was opened
for the summer of 1%13 on June 14
and closed September 18. On account
of the insufliciency of the appropria-
tion it was nececssary to operate the
pools in the afternoons only E‘rom Sep-
tember 6 to September 18. There was
a total attendance of 103,890, of which
97,502 were whites and 6,387 were col-
ored. A total incremse of 43,401 over
the season of 1914 'Is shown. A part
of three days of each week was set
aside exclusively for ladies and proved
very popular. Mlxed bathing was also
allowed durlng certaln hours on two
days of each week. The capacity of
the three pools maintained for white
patrons was greatly overtaxed, and it
was often necessary to divide the time
into short shifta and on some occaslions
to turn several hundred away without
being permitied to bathe at all.

It is recommended that additional
playgrounds be established gradually
and syvstematleally, beginning with
the more densely populated sectiong
where recreational facllities do not
now exist; that additional playground
sites be gradually scquired until all

]83‘3!‘0““5! shall be owned by the
Blstrlct of Columbia; that swimming
pools or wading pools be constructed
on playgrounds where none are now
pmvided‘: that the Jar ewimmin
pools at the bathing beach be extend
to provide  more adequate pccommo-
dations.

west. i
[

|8hown again and again in the library
{reports by comparisons with other
muhicipal libraries of the country and
with other branches of the public serv-
ice, that our local library has always=
been  operated on  an exceedingly
meager and inadequate basls of finau-
clal support. It has always had too
few books, too few and too poorly pald
employes, and too few agencies of dis-
tribution to meet as it should the de-
mands of the highly Intelligent con-
stituency to which it ministers,

The library trustees are justified in
their pride In the library's record of
work the past year, which makes an
especially striking showing when it is
compared with that of 11 years
|ago, when the present librarian began
his service here. During that period
the distribution agencies have in-
creased from 2 (the central Hbrary
jand one social settlement) to 166. The
| book stock has increased from 64,473
| volumes to 179,183 volumes, or 17§ per
jcent. The home circulation of books.
probably the best indicator of the work
of a public library, has Increased from
218.[@2 volumes to %02,998 volumes, or
188 r cent. In the same period the
percentage of fiction in that circulation
has been reduced from 84 to 566. The
trustees point out that that result has
been accomplished by constantly in-
creasing the emphasis placed on the
study apd reference work of the li-
brary, including especially the develop-
ment of the separate industrial divi-
sion, which Is conducted to meet the
needs of a large number of business
men, ' engineers and mechanics. The
largest growth during this 11-year
period. howséver, has been in the li-
brary’s work for children. More than
one-third of the library’s circulation is
now of children’s books: the increase
in that use In 11 years has been
from 45,278 volumes to 302,510 volumes,
or sixfold. This use 1s made not only
through the children’s room at the cen-
tral library and the Takoma Park
, sraneh, but especially by means of the
utilization of the public schools as dis-
tributing agencles. a special
school collection of 16,943 volumes
more than 140,000 volumes were cireu-
lated into homes through 367 class-
rooms in 108 school bulldings. Other
points In last vear's library record in-
clude the holding of 97 public
meetings and lectures in the asseni-
bly room, with 11,924 auditors, und 244
meetings of small organizations in
study rooms; the circulation of 83,745
mounted pictures into schools and
homes for use in teaching geographiy
or illustrating the reading of histori-
cal, literary or artistic subjects, und
the publication in the interest of the
development of the study and exten-
sion work of the library of & monthly
bulletin of new accessions, an educa-
tional bulletin to promote the co-
operation of school and library, a
social service bulletin to promote
soclological study and numerous refers
ence lists paralleling lecture and
study courses, The foregoling record
is such as fully to Justify the clalm of
the trustees that the library has be-
come not only un educational institu-
tion that effectively supplements all
formal school work, but also a vital
social aid in the community.

The ibrary trustees are tikewige
Justified in their claim that this very
large proportionate increase in the
work of the library, marked as it ha=;
been by a steadily improving quality,:
has been accomplished without corre-
sponding increase In the librarys
financial resources. The trustees point
out that in the last 11 years the con-
gressional appropriations for library
maintenance have increased 95 per cent
and the total library expenditures &0
per cent, but that in the corresponding
period the book stock has Increased in
volume 178 per cent and the home cirs’
culation has increased in volume 185 |
per cent. The work done by the li-
brary has therefore Increased much,
more than twice as fast as the meanw:
provided for doing it. During recent .
years there has heen almost no in<
crease of maintenunce and develop-
ment provision at all. None the less,
In each year of that period there was
o large increase of library use. For
the fiscal year 1915 the library receives
a small increase in its appropriation
(by no means what its necessities re-
quired). Jts record for that year shows
that the percentage In the increase af
its financlal resources has been far
outstripped by the work it lins accom-
plished. The librarian also polints out
that the library work has largely in-
creased each month of the current fiscal
year and that he is compelled to cope
with these largely increased demands
without any enlargement whatever in
hiz force of employes,

POLICE DEFPARTMENT.

The metropolitan police force consists
of 715 men, including the following:

Mujor and superintendent........... .... 5
Inspector and aessistant superintendent. . ..
Inspectars .. b ioa s M e A e
Captaing ..

Lientenauts

ts . . A
Privates of clas .. K1
Privates of class 2 . 112
Privates of class 1 T

The department has police jurisdie-
tion over the District of Columbia, with
its area of 69’ square miles. The last
police census of the District of Colum-
bia was made in 1913, when the popu-
lation was 853,207, of which 255,153
were white and 98,144 were colored.

The territory policed by this depart-

PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

ment ia divided into eleven preuim:l.{m

e
3 TEACHERS. _ ea
White. ———Colared, ———— = =y -
Siale.  Female. Totsl Sale. Female. Totwl Malo.  Fomalr, Totsli:
» L3 W35 880 47 Ji8 {?D hz l".:g} l.mt
T2 145 MM I 1 &
Vocationsl Sy = g ; = & 13 11 10 L
'Ml!nq;u._ di-
Sistant directors,. 19 75 R O S
, Tolal apnrperen - 100 Lim s L] 06T s LW 1,766



